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TITLE  

Family Stories 

 

DESCRIPTION (also to be used on the web calendar)  

This story time program focuses on chapter books which are family friendly and favorites of 

many generations. Crafting supplies will be available for children and parents to use during the listening 

of the story.  Copies of the books will be available to following along. Each month a different book will 

be featured. This story time is meant for children in grades third through sixth and their families 

(caregivers and siblings). The books are chosen for this age group and their parents who may have 

grown up listening to and reading these same tales.  

 
Books are either read until they are finished or for four weeks. If a book takes longer than four 

weeks the parents and children are encouraged to check out a copy of the book (as well as an audio 
book if needed and available) to complete the story together at home. Each book will come with a list of 
questions for the parents to use in order to discuss the book with their children, adults are also 
encouraged to answer the questions as a way to share and increase communication with the rest of 
their family.  
 

Participants will be able to share their opinions for upcoming book choices.  

Join us as we visit the beloved characters of Laura Ingalls Wilder, Roald Dahl, Judy Blume, and so much 

more! 

This program is held every Monday of the month from 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. For more information 

contact darcyt@dkpl.org or 815-756-9568 ext. 430.  

 

GOALS/OBJECTIVES  

To increase literacy by encouraging children to explore their parents’ literary favorites from their youth 

while incorporating a creative element.  

To create community among local families by giving them the opportunity to meet other parents and 

children with similar reading interests.  

To promote lifelong learning by providing a program of interest to families in order to encourage their 

continued library we through adulthood.  

 

PROGRAM PLAN 

6:00 p.m. - 6:05 p.m. Greetings, get the talking out of your systems, allows for late comers with minimal 

distractions. 

mailto:darcyt@dkpl.org
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6:05 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. Read book, answering any questions or comments kids may have about the story 

*times may be changed based on the length of the chapter being read.  

6:30 p.m. - 6:35 p.m. Take a break, grab some water, and replenish craft supplies. 

6:35 p.m. - 6:55 p.m. Continue reading, answering any questions or comments kids may have about the 

story *times may be changed based on the length of the chapter being read. 

6:55 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. Introduce the title for next month and discuss other books to read.  

7:00 p.m. - 7:10 p.m. Clean-up (after patrons have left) 

Other meeting notes: craft bin of second chance crafts, glue sticks, scissors, extra blank paper, crayons, 

paper towels, LEGOs, and other craft supplies as needed.  

Multiple copies of the book for patrons to follow along.  

 

MARKETING AND PUBLICITY STRATEGIES 

Bookmarks with event time and date will be placed in all copies of the books. 

Signs will be hung in the youth section of the library. 

The event will be added to the web calendar.  

The event will be highlighted in the library’s weekly e-blast.  

The event will be tweeted about on Twitter and a pin will be created for the book and movie to tie back 

to the library’s web calendar.  

The event will be sent to be added to the monthly list of local programs listed in local newspapers. 

 

PROGRAM BUDGET 

Use tax exempt form 

All publicity will be printed in-house    FREE 

Books: ILL       FREE 

Craft supplies       $10 a month as needed 

      Maximum $10 monthly 

 

OTHER CONSIDERATIONS  

No registration 

Other supplies: paper towels, cleaning spray, vacuum 
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Program evaluations and pens 

Bookmarks for the monthly meeting times for current month and next month 

Story Time Room booked through PR 

Books placed on hold 2 weeks before program, 15 copies, talk to ILL Department for extended due date 

 

PROGRAM EVALUATION/ASSESSMENT TOOL 

A form is passed out at the end of every event and includes the following information:  

Program title 

Staff member 

Date 

How did you hear about this event? Library, website, school, friend, parent 

Did you enjoy the event? Yes, no, somewhat 

What would you do to improve this event? 

Would you attend another similar event? Yes, no, maybe 

What other types of programs would you be interesting in attending? Movies, crafts, music, games, 

book discussions, other _____ 

Comments: _______ 

 

BOOK IDEAS 

Book summaries are taken from the library’s catalog available through www.dkpl.org. 
 
The Black Cauldron by Llyod Alexander       J ALE 
The warriors of Prydain set out to find and destroy the great cauldron where the stolen bodies of the slain are born to 
deathless combat. 
 
Mr. Popper’s Penguins by Richard and Florence Atwater    J ATW 

 
The unexpected delivery of a large crate containing an Antarctic penguin changes the life and fortunes of Mr. 
Popper, a house painter obsessed by dreams of the Polar regions.  

 
Indian in the Cupboard by Lynne Reid Banks      J BAN 
A nine-year-old boy receives a plastic Indian, a cupboard, and a little key for his birthday and finds himself involved in 
adventure when the Indian comes to life in the cupboard and befriends him. 

 
Peter Pan by J. M. Barrie        J BAR 
The adventures of Peter Pan, the boy who would not grow up. 

 
The Wonderful Wizard of Oz by L. Frank Baum       J BAU 

http://www.dkpl.org/
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After a cyclone transports her to the land of Oz, Dorothy must seek out the great wizard in order to return to Kansas. 

 
Superfudge by Judy Blume         J BLU 
Peter describes the highs and lows of life with his younger brother Fudge. 

 
Caddie Woodlawn by Carol Ryrie Brink       J BRI 
The adventures of an eleven-year-old tomboy growing up on the Wisconsin frontier in the mid-nineteenth century. 

 
The Secret Garden by Frances Hodgeson Burnett     J BUR 
Ten-year-old Mary comes to live in a lonely house on the Yorkshire moors and discovers an invalid cousin and the 
mysteries of a locked garden. 

 
Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland by Lewis Carroll     J CAR 
A little girl falls down a rabbit hole and discovers a world of nonsensical and amusing characters. 

 
The Tripod Trilogy: The White Mountains by John Christopher    J CHR 
Young Will Parker and his companions make a perilous journey toward an outpost of freedom where they hope to 
escape from the ruling Tripods, who capture mature human beings and make them docile, obedient servants. 

 
The Mouse and the Motorcycle by Beverly Cleary     J CLE 
A reckless young mouse named Ralph makes friends with a boy in room 215 of the Mountain View Inn and discovers 
the joys of motorcycling. 

 
Ramona and Her Father by Beverly Cleary       J CLE 
The family routine is upset during Ramona's year in second grade when her father unexpectedly loses his job. 

 
Mandy by Julie Andrews Edwards       J EDW 
 An orphan finds a tiny deserted cottage in the woods and works in secret to make it her own special home.  

 
Harriet the Spy by Louise Fitzhugh      J FIT 
Eleven-year-old Harriet, who is a spy, plans to be a writer, and keeps a secret notebook filled with thoughts and notes 
on her schoolmates and people she observes on her after school spy route. However, her classmates find out and 
read her notebook, retaliate, and she learns that writing is not to use against your friends. 

 
Julie of the Wolves by Jean Craighead George      J GEO 
While running away from home and an unwanted marriage, a thirteen-year-old Eskimo girl becomes lost on the North 
Slope of Alaska and is befriended by a wolf pack. 

 
Cheaper by the Dozen by Frank Gilbreth and Elizabeth Gilbreth Carey    J GIL 
A biographical novel or the Gilbreth family, which contains the two parents and 12 children.  
 

The Wind in the Willows by Kenneth Grahame      J GRA 
The escapades of four animal friends who live along a river in the English countryside--Toad, Mole, Rat, and Badger. 

 
King Arthur and His Knights of the Round Table by Roger Lancelyn Green   J GRE 
The story of the boy fated to be the "true-born King of Britain," covering his glorious reign and his tragic, yet 
triumphant, passing. 

 
Bunnicula: a rabbit-tale of mystery by Deborah and James Howe    J HOW 
Though scoffed at by Harold the dog, Chester the cat tries to warn his human family that their foundling baby bunny 
must be a vampire. 

 
The Phantom Tollbooth by Norton Juster      J JUS 
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A journey through a land where Milo learns the importance of words and numbers provides a cure for his boredom. 

 
From the Mixed-up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler by E. L. Konigsburg   J KON 
Having runaway with her younger brother to live in the Metropolitan Museum of Art, twelve-year-old Claudia strives to 
keep things in order in their new home and to become a changed person and a heroine to herself. 

 
Strawberry Girl by Lois Lenski         J LEN 
The story of the feud between the Slaters and the Boyers in Florida during the 1900s. 

 
The Chronicles of Narnia: The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe by C. S. Lewis  J LEW 
Four English schoolchildren find their way through the back of a wardrobe into the magic land of Narnia and assist 
Aslan, the golden lion, to triumph over the White Witch, who has cursed the land with eternal winter. 

 
Pippi Longstocking by Astrid Lindgren       J LIN 
Escapades of a lucky little girl who lives with a horse and a monkey--but without any parents--at the edge of a 
Swedish village. 

 
Number the Stars by Lois Lowry       J LOW 
In 1943, during the German occupation of Denmark, ten-year-old Annemarie learns how to be brave and courageous 
when she helps shelter her Jewish friend from the Nazis. 

 
Sarah, Plain and Tall by Patricia MacLachlin       J MAC 
When their father invites a mail-order bride to come live with them in their prairie home, Caleb and Anna are 
captivated by their new mother and hope that she will stay. 

 
The Babysitter’s Club: Kristy’s Great Idea by Ann M. Martin    J MAR 
Kristy decides to form a baby-sitters club with her friends, Claudia, Mary Anne, and Stacy, but they run into 
unexpected problems which threaten to break up the club. 

 
The Complete Tales of Winnie-the-Pooh by A. A. Milne     J MIL 
This deluxe volume brings all of the Pooh stories together in one full-color, large-format book with complete and 
unabridged text and illustrations. 

 
Anne of Green Gables by L. M. Montgomery      J MON 
Anne, an eleven-year-old orphan, is sent by mistake to live with a lonely, middle-aged brother and sister on a Prince 
Edward Island farm and proceeds to make an indelible impression on everyone around her. 

 
The Borrowers by Mary Norton        J NOR 
Miniature people who live in an old country house by borrowing things from the humans are forced to emigrate from 
their home under the clock. 

 
Mrs. Frisby and the Rats of NIMH by Robert C. O’Brien      J OBR 
Having no one to help her with her problems, a widowed mouse visits the rats whose former imprisonment in a 
laboratory made them wise and long lived. 

 
Island of the Blue Dolphins by Scott O’Dell      J ODE 
Left alone on a beautiful but isolated island off the coast of California, a young Indian girl spends eighteen years, not 
only merely surviving through her enormous courage and self-reliance, but also finding a measure of happiness in her 
solitary life. 

 
Hatchet by Gary Paulsen        J PAU 
After a plane crash, thirteen-year-old Brian spends fifty-four days in the wilderness, learning to survive with only the 
aid of a hatchet given him by his mother, and learning also to survive his parents' divorce. 
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The Littles by John Peterson         J PET 
The Littles are a family of tiny people who live in the Bigg family's house. Mr. Little is only six inches tall, and he is big 
for a Little. The Littles develop a plan to get rid of the mice in the Bigg's house. 

 
Pollyanna by Eleanor H. Porter        J POR 
When orphaned, eleven-year-old Pollyanna comes to live with austere and wealthy Aunt Polly, her philosophy of 
gladness brings happiness to her aunt and other unhappy members of the community. 

 
Where the Red Fern Grows by Wilson Rawls      J RAW 

 
A young boy living in the Ozarks achieves his heart's desire when he becomes the owner of two redbone hounds 
and teaches them to be champion hunters.  

 
How to Eat Fried Worms by Thomas Rockwell      J ROC 
Two boys set out to prove that worms can make a delicious meal. 

 
Sideways Stories from Wayside School by Louis Sachar     J SAC 
Humorous episodes from the classroom on the thirtieth floor of Wayside School, which was accidentally built 
sideways with one classroom on each story. 

 
Black Beauty by Anna Sewell        J SEW 
A horse in nineteenth-century England recounts his experiences with both good and bad masters. 

 
Encyclopedia Brown, Boy Detective by Donald Sobol      J SOB 
Fifth-grader "Encyclopedia" Leroy Brown solves ten mysteries and, by putting the solutions at the back of the book, 
challenges the reader to do the same. 

 
The Witch of Blackbird Pond by Elizabeth George Speare    J SPE 
Kit Tyler must leave behind shimmering Caribbean islands to join the stern Puritan community of her relatives. She 
soon feels caged, until she meets the old woman known as the Witch of Blackbird Pond. But when their friendship is 
discovered, Kit herself is accused of witchcraft! 

 
Treasure Island by Robert Louis Stevenson      J STE 
While going through the possessions of a deceased guest who owed them money, the mistress of the inn and her 
son find a treasure map that leads to a pirate fortune as well as great danger. 

 
Heidi by Johanna Sypri         J SYP 
A Swiss orphan is heartbroken when she must leave her beloved grandfather and their happy home in the mountains 
to go to school and to care for an invalid girl in the city. 

 
Stuart Little by E. B. White        J WHI 
The adventures of the debonair mouse Stuart Little as he sets out in the world to seek out his dearest friend, a little 
bird who stayed a few days in his family's garden. 

 
The Little House on the Prairie by Laura Ingalls Wilder     J WIL 
A family travels from the big woods of Wisconsin to a new home on the prairie, where they build a house, meet 
neighboring Indians, build a well, and fight a prairie fire. 

 
The Swiss Family Robinson by Johann David Wyss     J WYS 
Relates the fortunes of a shipwrecked family as they imaginatively adapt to life on an island with abundant animal and 
plant life. 
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Most titles were found here: http://www.feelslikehomeblog.com/2013/04/101-chapter-books-to-
read-before-you-grow-up/  This website helped spark my memory of much loved books from my 
childhood. I also asked male co-workers for their input as well.  
 

http://www.feelslikehomeblog.com/2013/04/101-chapter-books-to-read-before-you-grow-up/
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